
Rich Cowan Michael Baumgartner

Rich Cowan owns a Spokane-based 
movie company that is creating  
good union jobs, and has been  
active in our community for decades.

Michael Baumgartner has just a 12% 
voting record on working families’ 
issues 3 and has earned a reputation 
as an extremist for right-wing causes.

q Baumgartner was the only legislator to  
sponsor a bill to make Washington a so-called 
“right-to-work” state, which would weaken unions, 
lower wages, and harm middle-class families.4   

He also sponsored a bill to force unemployment 
insurance recipients to perform community 
service in order to receive assistance.5

q Baumgartner co-sponsored a bill to create a 
sub-minimum wage for young adults6 and voted to 
create a new “good-faith” excuse so employers that 
break overtime and minimum wage laws can 
avoid penalies.7 That bill passed the State Senate 
25-24 and would have failed if not for his vote.
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Our Choice Is Clear
In the 6th Legislative District...

1. www.RichCowan.org   2. WA State Labor Council candidate questionnaire   3. WA State Labor Council voting record
4. SB 5935 (2014)   5. SB 6392 (2014)   6. SB 6495 (2014)   7. SB 5158 (2013)

	 Rich Cowan says he is running for State 
 Senate to end “political bickering” 
that has caused critical issues like job creation, 
education and transportation to be ignored.1

  He strongly opposes Baumgartner’s  
  “right-to-work” bill noting that states 
with such laws have significantly lower wages and 
lower rates of employer-sponsored health care and 
pension benefits. Cowan adds, “I consider
right-to-work laws to be a race to the bottom.”2

  Cowan supports our minimum wage 
  law and opposes efforts to weaken it.2
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VOTING MATTERS!
Every year, important decisions are made in Olympia that affect our families’ livelihoods, our health care, 
our environment and our quality of life. But in recent years, a Washington, D.C.-style political gridlock has 
taken hold in Olympia. Extremists advocating for corporate special interests are blocking efforts to make 

sure our economy works for everyone and to build a better world for our children. Instead, wages are falling 
behind the rising cost of living, our schools are underfunded, and our roads and bridges are falling apart. 

We can do better... if we identify candidates who fight for working families and then WE VOTE!
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A message from YOUR UNION, the working men and women of IBEW Local 77.

YOU DECIDE.  Most importantly, send in your ballot and VOTE by Nov. 4th!

That’s why working families are supporting

RICH COWAN for State Senator


